279TH BASE SUPPORT BATTALION

COMMANDER'S POLICY


POLICY NUMBER:  01-10



DATE:  


SUBJECT:  Host Nation-US Forces Politico-Military Relations


PROPONENT:
PAO (469-1600)

      
 DISTRIBUTION:  A, B & C

PURPOSE:.  Establish the requirement to coordinate certain host nation (HN) inquiries and contacts with the 279th Base Support Battalion (BSB).

SCOPE:  Applies to all assigned and attached units and to all tenant units for which the BSB Commander has routine community administration responsibilities.

POLICY:

1.  General:


a.  Contacts with key host nation (HN) officials which involve issues affecting significant aspects of US Forces-HN relations or which could have considerable effect on the 279th BSB will be coordinated with the BSB Public Affairs Office (PAO) prior to occurrence. Such contacts include visits by and briefing of HN dignitaries, site visits relating to drawdown, environmental activities, Conventional Forces Europe (CFE) inspections and certain protocol matters.  Significant aspects and considerable effects are those which, unless closely coordinated and monitored, could have an adverse impact on US Forces’ operations and missions.  Key HN official are appointed or elected official of governments and agencies of independent city or county (Kreis) level or above.

b.  Contacts with any HN official or agency at state or federal level will be closely coordinated by the Government Relations Advisor with the appropriate US Forces Liaison Office.  PAO will coordinate all HN matters with legal ramifications, with the Staff Judge Advocate, 1st Infantry Division.

2.  Site Visits:  Request for site visits by HN official will be referred to the respective (German) Federal Assets Office with the BSB Commander’s recommendation.  When a site visit has been requested or has been approved by the (German) Federal Assets Office, the BSB project officer will immediately notify the BSB Commander and simultaneously effect staff coordination with the PAO.
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3.  Press Releases:  All press releases and other official responses to HN inquiries which involve precedent-setting, potentially sensitive or contentious US Army-civil government affairs issues which affect US operation will be coordinated through the BSB PAO prior to release.  Precedent-setting are those issues which may commit the US Forces; sensitive or contentious matters are those which may result in negative press campaigns or political actions which affect HN-US Forces relations adversely.  Copies of press releases involving routine actions will be furnished to the 98th Area Support Group and USAREUR PAO.

4.  Briefings:  Briefings which include key HN officials or which are provided to key HN official will be coordinated with the BSB PAO prior to occurrence.

5.  Protocol:  Protocol requirements which include key HN officials from HN country, district, state or federal levels will be coordinated with the BSB PAO before the requirement is finalized,   action is taken, or participation in an event is confirmed.

6.  Staff Actions:  Staff actions of a significant and non-routine nature (e.g. requests for real property releases, notifications of unit moves, joint use/co-use actions, reports of environment pollution or contamination, and HN complaints) with real or potential political ramifications, or requests for information regarding any of these areas, will be coordinated with HQ, USAREUR.  Nominations for return of facilities will also be coordinated through the ASG with HQ, USAREUR.

7.  Higher Headquarters Tasking and Reports:  All responses to formal taskings or requests by higher headquarters which involve any significant HN-US Forces politico-military aspect will be submitted through HQ, USAREUR PAO.

8.  “Maximum Support – It Shall Be Done!”
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