279TH BASE SUPPORT BATTALION

COMMANDER'S POLICY

POLICY NUMBER:  01-54



DATE:  17 October 2001

SUBJECT:  Medical and Dental Care of Minors

PROPONENT:  Bamberg Health Clinic (469-8619) 
DISTRIBUTION:  A, B & C
PURPOSE:  Set community guidelines for the medical and dental care of minors in the Bamberg German/American Military Community.

SCOPE:  Applies to all minors and parents of minors in the Bamberg German/American Military Community

REFERENCES:  AR 40-66, Medical Records and Quality Assurance Administration and DOD Privacy Board Legal Committee Opinion, dated 24 Nov 80; AR 600-85, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Program

POLICY:

1.  For the purpose of this policy, minors are individuals who are less than 18 years old, and who are not emancipated by reason of marriage.

2.  Minors will be treated for non-emergency problems on an appointment basis as determined by the Commander, Bamberg Health Clinic.

3.  Parental consent is required before non-emergency medical or dental care is given to any minor below the age of 15.  Children aged 12-14 may be seen if the parents sign a consent form specifying what the clinic may do with their child (see attachment) and the child understands that the care is not confidential. 


a.  Non-emergency care is considered care other than that required to save life, limb or eyesight, prevent serious bodily injury or alleviate extreme pain or suffering.


b.  Non-emergency dental care consists of care other than that necessary for trauma or disease requiring prompt attention because of its severity, acuteness or pain that it causes.

4.  Minors who are 15 years and older can consent to their own non-emergency medical care and routine dental care if the care does not constitute “serious interference with the physical integrity of the body” and, if in the judgment of the treating physician or dentist, the minor is sufficiently mature to understand the problem, the proposed treatment, the risks involved and the alternatives.  For example, any surgery is considered to be serious interference with the physical integrity of 
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the body.  Drug therapy may or may not fall within this category, depending on the treatment and the judgment of the attending physician.  Tooth preparation, to include cleaning and tooth reparation, is not considered to be serious interference with the physical integrity of the body, while tooth extractions and gum surgery are.

5.  For appointments and consultations dealing with contraception and sexually-transmitted diseases, abstinence from pre-marital and casual sexual conduct will be emphasized and recommended as THE safe, healthy life-style alternative before any other advice, treatment or prescription.  The intent of this policy is NOT to promote birth control.

6.  The option to keep medical records confidential will be available to minors under certain circumstances.  IAW Department of the Army (DA) policy as specified in the prescribing directives listed above, parents and guardians will have unlimited access to the military medical records of their minor family members, unless all of the following conditions are met:


(a) The minor is between 15 and 17 years of age at the time he/she consents to treatment;


(b)  The minor specifically requests or indicates that he/she wishes the treatment record be kept confidential or not released to the parents (See encl 1);


(c)  The parent or guardian does not have the written authorization of the minor or a valid court order for access.

7.  Records maintained IAW AR 600-85 as part of the Alcohol and Drug Prevention Program are exempt from release to any person not having an “official” requirement for these records.  Thus, parents will not ordinarily have access to these records.

8.  A separate file will be kept until the patient reaches 18 years old, at which time the record will be combined with the official medical record.

9.  “Maximum Support - It Shall Be Done!”

Encl






TIMOTHY P. HILL

as






LTC, MI








Commanding
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REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIALITY

I __________________________________________ certify that I am 15 - 17 years of age and request that my medical record be kept confidential and not released to my parents/guardians.







___________________________________







SIGNATURE

(ENCL 1)

