279TH BASE SUPPORT BATTALION

COMMANDER'S POLICY


POLICY NUMBER:  01-59



DATE:  28 September 2001


SUBJECT:  Truancy in School Attendance

PROPONENT:  DoDDS (469-7630/7616)

DISTRIBUTION:  A, B & C

PURPOSE:  Establish local policy regarding school attendance.

SCOPE:  Applies to all parents and school age children in the Bamberg German/American Military Community.

REFERENCES:  DoD Directive 1342.6-M-1; AR 608-18; and USAREUR Regulation 27-9

POLICY:

1.  DoD Directive 1342.6-M-1 requires the Installation Commander to encourage all eligible family members who have not completed high school to attend either Department of Defense Schools (DoDDS), or enroll in a regular program of instruction in the local school system, a tuition school, an independent study program by correspondence or a home study program.

2.  All family members under the age of 18 in the Bamberg German/American Military Community who do not have a high school diploma are expected to attend one of the two DoDDS institutions on Warner Barracks, unless they have been suspended or expelled for cause, or participating in one of the alternative educational programs listed in paragraph 1.

3.  Parents will ensure their children attend school regularly.  Teachers will monitor school attendance and report unexcused absences through school administration channels to parents.

4.  Military and civilian sponsors of school-age children who do not plan on enrolling their children in a DoDDs school must complete a registration form to indicate that their children will be enrolled in a host-nation school or in a home-schooling program.  Registration forms will be submitted to the Base Support Battalion (BSB) School Liaison Officer (SLO), 469-7891.  A form must be filled out and submitted for each school-age child.

5.  To assist in preventing truancy, all AAFES facilities (Shoppette, Bookstore, PX, Burger King, Cafeteria and Food Court) and all MWR activities (Bowling Center, Recreation Center and gyms) are off-limits on school days to students under the age of 18 from 0800 - 1130 and 1300 - 1500.  The only exceptions are when they are accompanied by their sponsor, have been granted written permission by their sponsor or school official or school is not in session.
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6.  Enforcement:


a.  Failure of a parent to ensure school attendance is considered child neglect and misconduct per AR 608-18.


b.   Truancy by a child is regarded as misconduct and is in violation of this policy.  The School Officials will report violations of this policy to this headquarters.


c.  The Community Misconduct Action Authority (CMAA) may take administrative measures deemed appropriate pursuant to USAREUR REG 27-9 for violations of this policy statement.

7.  All sponsors are responsible for ensuring that their family members are aware of the contents of this policy statement.

8.  “Maximum Support - It Shall Be Done!”
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