
Plug Into Safety 
 

Remember these electrical do’s and don’ts 
 

Electricity provides us with lights and power, both on the job and at home. It’s such a 
normal part of our lives that we often forget that all that power can be dangerous, too. 
But, careless use of electricity is responsible for 10 percent of workplace deaths as well 
as many serious injuries. Statistics on the home front are similar. To make sure you don’t 
become victim of electricity, pay attention to these key safety rules: 
 
 
DO….. 
 Make sure electrical connections are tight. 
 Check that wire insulation is in good condition. 
 Match plugs and outlets (3-pronged plugs go into 3-pronged outlets only). 
 Keep machines and electrical tools clean and properly lubricated. 
 Use extension cords that are rated high enough for the job. 
 Use waterproof extension cords outdoors. 
 Use only approved extension lamps. 
 Leave at least 3 feet of workspace around electrical equipment for instant access. 
 Keep your work area clean. Be especially careful with oily rags, paper, sawdust, 

or anything that could burn. 
 Follow manufacturer’s instructions for all electrical equipment. 
 Inspect electrical equipment before each use. 
 Leave repairs to skilled maintenance personnel and licensed electricians. 
 Obey warning signs that tell you to stay away from electrical circuits and locked 

out equipment. 
 
 
DON’T….. 

 Overload outlets or motors. 
 Let grease, dust, or dirt build up on machinery. 
 Place cords near heat or water. 
 Run cords along the floor where they can be damaged. 
 Let cords get tangled or twisted. 
 Touch anything electric with wet or sweaty hands. 
 Put anything but an electric plug into an electric outlet. 
 Use temporary wiring in place of permanent wiring. 
 Reach blindly into a space that may contain energized equipment. 
 Wear jewelry when working with electrical equipment. 
 Use a machine or power tool that smokes, sparks, smells, or shocks. 


