AFAP program manager looking for ‘big Army’ issues in

By Amy L .Bugala

Army Family Action Plan program man-
ager, Mary Thompson needs community
participation and “big Army” thinking to
help make this year's AFAP conference a
success.

“We want to see issues that reflect the
bigger picture, not just what the garrison
can do today,” says Thompson.

Annually, the AFAP conference pro-
vides a voice for Soldiers and families to
address local quality of life issues that
affect the total Army Family. Issues are
submitted, prioritized and discussed in
small working groups made up of both
military and civilian community members
during the three-day conference.

Thompson wants the community to think
big when submitting issues for the confer-
ence this year. “AFAP is the place where
change starts,” Thompson insists. “Take a
look around our community and make
note of the services, support, processes or
policies that affect you and your family’s
daily life and then ask - what can we do to

make the Army better?” she says. “Simply
put, start in your own backyard and then
go beyond it.”

“I's not enough to say something is a
problem. We want to know why and we
want your recommendations for solving it,”
she says.

According to Thompson, approximately
forty issues were worked during the Bam-
berg conference last year. Of those, nine
moved up to the IMCOM level. The issues
remaining were worked locally until they
were resolved resulting in ongoing quality
of life improvements to the community
such as the Tots in Tow program. The key
to making a difference is to submit and
she hopes to see more issues from the
community this year.

Submitting issues isn’t the only way to
participate. Community member participa-
tion in the resolution making process is
what makes AFAP different from other
forums that are available year-round such
as town halls or the Interactive Customer
Evaluation system. (See AFAP page 2)

Prepare for tax filing season

USAG Bamberg Legal Assistance
Office news release

Following closely on the heels of the
holidays is another joyous season for all
working Americans to look forward to — or
maybe dread - it's the tax filing season.

The Bamberg Tax Center is preparing
and advises taxpayers to do the same by
reviewing their Federal Withholdings.

According to Gary Jones, Legal As-
sistance Attorney, Bamberg Legal Assis-
tance Office, now is the perfect time for
taxpayers to adjust how much money is
withheld from their pay for federal income
taxes (FICA in the deductions column of
the LES).

“Many taxpayers receive large tax
refunds simply because more money is

withheld from their pay for federal taxes
than they will owe,” Jones says.

Jones explains that many taxpayers
with children never adjust their withhold-
ing to compensate for the Child Tax Credit
(you get two withholding exemptions for
each qualifying child). These taxpayers
receive large tax refunds but at the cost of
a smaller monthly paycheck. In addition,
income tax refunds can be intercepted for
back child support, government debts,
and other reasons, even if the debts are
disputed.

“The IRS does not pay taxpayers in-
terest on refunds,” says Jones, underscor-
ing the fact that it just doesn’t make finan-
cial sense to have too much money with-
held from your paycheck.

(See TAXES page 3)

Bamberg

Mary Thompson, AFAP program manager
moderated the conference last year.
Photo by David Burger

Results you can see!
: AFAP’s  history
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~ 162 programs or
services improved.

e Tots in Tow program now available
at the Freedom Fitness Facility

e The post shuttle bus

e Addition of oversized washing ma-
chines at the launderette

e Relocation of trash receptacles to
improve safety in housing area

e Servicemember’'s Group Life Insur-
ance increased from $50,000 to
$200,000

o Authorization and implementation of
Thrift Savings Plan

e Allowing Soldiers to request tour
stabilization if they have a graduat-
ing High School senior

e Successful programs like Better
Opportunities for Single Soldiers
(BOSS) and Army Family Team
Building (AFTB) were born out of
issues submitted to AFAP confer-
ences.




www.bamberg.army.mil / Fri. Jan. 11, 2008 / VOL. 3, Issue 1

[above] Raquel Legg, 317" Maintenance
Company spouse picks up an issue sub-
mission form at an Army Family Action
Plan drop box located in the AAFES mini-
mall. AFAP boxes like the one pictured
can also be found at ACS, the CMR, Den-
tal Clinic and at the Community Activity
Center. Photos (2) by Amy L. Bugala

Have a voice - volunteer!
Are you ready to be a part of improv-
ing the lives of Soldiers, retirees, DA
civilians, and their family members?
Then you are a good candidate to be
an AFAP delegate. For more informa-
tion call DSN:469-7777.

Delegate

Duties: Represents the Army Family
by prioritizing issues and recommend-
ing solutions.

Requires: An open mind and ability to
listen and respect others

Facilitator

Duties: Manages the group process
to achieve the goals of the workgroup.
Stimulates group discussion and en-
courages all to participate.

Requires: Flexibility and patience.

Recorder/Transcriber

Duties: Captures basic ideas on pa-
per in full view of the group. Prepares
issue papers and brief out slides.
Requires: Neutrality.

Issue Support

Duties: Ensures that issues are not
currently being worked in the AFAP
process. The authority of AFAP issues
Requires: Prior knowledge of the
issues.

[below] 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team spouses (left) Luisa Rodas, Gabby
Headen and Denise Parker make use of the cardio equipment reserved for customers
with Tots in Tow. The exercise area in the Freedom Fitness Facility was created in
response to an issue submitted during the 2007 AFAP conference.

(AFAP continued from page 1)

Last year approximately fifty members
of the community, both military and civil-
ian, served as delegates, facilitators and
recorders moderating the focus group
discussions and tracking the issues
raised. Thompson says anyone can vol-
unteer and hopes to get a better cross-
section of the community represented this
year, particularly retirees.

“It was an enlightening experience,”
says Sgt. 1st Class Curtis Freeman, who
served as a delegate at the local and US
Army Europe level conferences last year.

“| was surprised to see how many is-
sues were bigger than just the Soldier,” he
says.

Freeman has lived in Army communi-
ties for over 17 years and chose to partici-
pate because he wanted to make a differ-
ence.

“If you want to have a voice, then vol-
unteer,” Freeman states.

“We continually strive to get better
representation of the military community
here,” Thompson says. She tells anyone
who is interested in participating in the
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conference to be proactive. All active duty
Soldiers, reservists, retirees, DOD civil-
ians, teachers, spouses and teens are
invited to participate.

“If you are interested, raise your hand
to volunteer and raise your voice,” she
says.

To submit an issue or register as a
volunteer go to www.bamberg.army.mil/
sites/services/afap.asp.

Forms can be filled out electronically
and e-mailed directly to the AFAP pro-
gram manager, or placed in drop boxes
located at the AAFES mini-mall, the CMR,
the Dental Clinic, Army Community Ser-
vice or the Community Activity Center.
Issues can be submitted now through
Feb. 20.

The annual AFAP conference will be
held Feb. 27 - 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Warner Club, Bamberg. For infor-
mation contact Mary Thompson, AFAP
program manager at Army Community
Service by calling DSN:469-7777 or e-
mail BambergAFAP@eur.army.mil.

Attend the USAG Bamberg
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observance at 2 p.m.
Thur. Jan. 17 at the Bamberg Middle / High School
Guest speaker: Sgt. Maj. Timothy Weatherspoon,
Deputy Commander Operations Sergeant Major for the
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team.
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(TAXES continued form page 1)

To calculate the correct number of withholding exemptions,
download form W-4 and Publication 15 from www.irs.gov. Com-
plete lines A-G on Form W-4 to calculate the number of your
withholding exemptions. Next, use the tables in Publication 15
to see approximately how much should be withheld to meet
your tax obligation (Soldiers should use the monthly payroll pe-
riod tables even if they receive a midmonth paycheck). “This is
real easy for families with only one working spouse and whose
income comes only from military wages,” he explains.

After calculating the correct number of withholding exemp-
tions, go to MyPay to adjust the amount withheld by clicking on
“Federal Withholding” under the heading “Taxes” and following
the instructions.

If monthly expenses are larger than your check, adjusting
your federal income tax withholding could help.

For more information consult your tax preparer or visit the
Legal Assistance Office in Bldg. 7000, room 302. The Bamberg
Tax Center will open the latter part of January and, will offer free
tax preparation service. Opening days and operating hours will
be announced.
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16th SB Warrior Leader of the Year recognized
16th Sustainment Brigade commander Col. Martin Pitts, pre-
sents a second Army Commendation medal to Sgt. Guillermo
Balderaz, power generator equipment repair technician, 317th
Maintenance Company, at the Bamberg Reel Time Theater on
Dec. 20. Balderaz was recognized not only as the Warrior
Leader of the Quarter but also as the Warrior Leader of the
Year. His efforts earned him a set of dress blues and a four-
day pass. Photo by Sgt. Keith M. Anderson

America’s day starts where?

“Guam of course!” answered Joshua Russell (middle), hand-
ing him the Bamberg Middle School Geography Bee title on
Jan. 9. Russell will now go on to compete against other De-
partment of Defense Dependant Schools-Europe winners for
the chance to go to the national competition in Washington,
D.C. Photo by James Fredrick

Bamberg Emergency Numbers
ADAC

Ambulance (German)

American Red Cross

Chaplain (Emergencies only)
DPW Work Orders

Emergency Operations Center
Fire Department

Health Clinic (USAG Bamberg)
24 Hour Health Care Line

0951-0510-1112
0951-19222
0951-300-1760
0951-300-7492
0951-300-5000
0951-300-7492/9150
0951-300-117
0951-300-1750
0800-825-1600

Information (Bamberg) 11833
Information (English Service) 11837
Information (International) 11834

0951-300-116
0951-300-114
0951-300-8700

Medical Services
Military Police

MP (non-emergency)
Poison Control 06371-86-7070
Poison Control (German) 06841-162257/162846
Polizei (German) 110

Road Conditions/Weather Line 0951-300-8373

The Warner Weekly is an unofficial publication of the U.S.
Army Garrison Bamberg, IMCOM-Europe and the U.S. Army
authorized under the provisions of AR-360-1. Contents of The

responsible for late submissions. This publication is produced
and distributed every Friday in an electronic format and can be
viewed on the U.S. Army Bamberg website at

8aMBeR®

Lt. Col. Gary Rosenberg
U.S. Army Garrison
Bamberg Commander

USAG Bamberg Public Affairs Officer
Renate Bohlen

Warner Weekly Staff
Krista Browning, Amy L. Bugala
James Fredrick, Nicole Karsch-Meibom

Warner Weekly are not necessarily the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Department of the
Army. Private organizations noted in this publication are not
part of the Dept. of Defense and those wishing to make an
announcement must be registered. Fundraising events must
be pre-approved through the MWR Financial Management
Division, located in Bldg. 7107. The appearance of advertising
in this publication does not constitute endorsement of the
products or services advertised by the U.S. Army. All content
in this publication is prepared, edited and approved by the
USAG Bamberg Public Affairs Office. The PAO reserves the
right to edit submissions for style, clarity or fit. Time sensitive
announcements are run for a minimum of two weeks. Informa-
tion is accurate at the time of publishing. If specifics change,
the change will be noted in the following publication. The
deadline for all Warner Weekly submissions is 2 weeks prior to
the desired publication date. The Public Affairs Office is not

www.bamberg.army.mil.

All MWR Programs provide reasonable accommodations for
individuals with special needs. For assistance please contact
the facility manager prior to your visit.

To subscribe to the Warner Weekly
please send an email with ‘SUBSCRIBE’ as the
subject to bambergpao@eur.army.mil

Contact Information:

Office Location: Bldg. 7089, Warner Barracks
U.S. Army Address: Unit 27535, APO AE 09139
German Address:

Weissenburgstrasse 12, 96052 Bamberg
Telephone:DSN:469-2000, Fax: DSN:469-8033
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Community Announcements
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Mark your calendars!

Bazaar with Heart set for February
Get ready to experience a hearty dose
of America's favorite past time,-
SHOPPING! Don't miss the annual Bazaar
with Heart, Feb. 8, 9 and 10 at the
Bamberg Warner Barracks Basics Build-
ing. The bazaar is a unique shopping
experience that brings together dozens
of European vendors, crafts and collecti-
bles all under one roof. This year the
bazaar will feature a wide variety of
goods such as wine, cheese, ltalian
pottery, leather goods, furniture, specialty
tea and coffee, handcrafted rugs and
tapestry, grandfather clocks and much,
much more! The Bazaar with Heart
is sponsored by the Bamberg Spouses
and Civilians' Club and will be open start-
ing Fri., Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Sat., Feb. 9 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Sun., Feb. 10 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Bazaar is open to all U.S. military
ID card holders. Cash, checks, Military

Star Card, Master Card and Visa
accepted. No strollers please! For
more information, please email

bazaarwithheart2008@bsccgermany.com

Don’t forget to buy Bazaar

With Heart Raffle tickets

Don’'t miss your chance to win 1 of 3
grand prizes during the Bazaar With
Heart Raffle. Win an iPOD Touch, A JVC
42’ Wide LCD Television or Navigon 5110
GPS system — plus dozens of additional
prizes. Tickets cost $1 each or 6 for $5
and quantities are limited. Tickets will be
sold at the Thrift Shop or can be pur-
chased at the bazaar Feb. 8-10 and draw-
ings will be held daily. You do not need to
be present to win. You must be an ID card
holder and over 18 to participate.

USAG Bamberg Martin Luther King,

Jr. Day Observance
The Bamberg
community is
invited to Make
it a Day ON,
Not a Day OFF
and attend the
USAG Bam-
berg Martin
Luther King Jr.
Day Obser-
vance at 2 p.m.
on Thur. Jan.
17 at the Bam- & :
berg Middle / High School. Guest speaker
will be Sgt. Maj. Timothy Weatherspoon,
Deputy Commander Operations Sergeant
Major for the 173rd Airborne Brigade
Combat Team. This year recognizes the
40th anniversary of Dr. King’s assassina-
tion. For more information contact Sgt. 1st
Class Curtis Freeman at DSN:469-8624.

Make it a Day ON, Not a Day OFF...
During his lifetime, Dr. King sought to
forge the common ground on which peo-
ple from all walks of life could join together
to address important community issues.
Working alongside individuals of all ages,
races and backgrounds, Dr. King encour-
aged Americans to come together to
strengthen communities, alleviate poverty,
and acknowledge dignity and respect for
all human beings. Service, he realized,
was the great equalizer.

Mon., Jan. 21, 2008, will recognize the
40th anniversary of Dr. King’s assassina-
tion. On this day, hundreds of thousands
of Americans across the country will con-
tinue to promote the messages of Dr.
King by participating in service projects in
their communities. Together, they will
honor King’'s legacy of tolerance, peace,
and equality by meeting community needs
and making the holiday... “A day ON, not
a day OFF.” For more information go to
www.mlkday.gov.

Closures / Changes

Temporary closure of gate 3

Gate 3 (main gate) will be closed Mon.
Jan. 21 from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the instal-
lation of an additional inspection tent. Gate
6, the Freedom Fitness Facility gate, will
be used for in and outbound traffic during
the closure.

Thrift Shop closed for revamping
The Bamberg Thrift Shop will be closed
until Jan. 14 for revamping. Call CIV:0951-
32408 for more information.

Weekly Reminders

Christmas Tree pick up

Christmas trees will be picked up in hous-
ing areas on Mondays and Thursdays
throughout the month of January. Trees
can also be brought to the recycling center
for disposal. For more information contact
the Bamberg Environmental Office at
DSN:469-8491

PWOC spring session begins Jan. 16
The Bamberg Protestant Women of the
Chapel will kick-off spring study sessions
on Wed. Jan. 16 at the chapel from 9 to 11
a.m. Six new book studies await anyone
looking for fellowship, friendship, and fun.
The new studies will be “Me and My Big
Mouth” by Joyce Meyer, “Women Gifted
for Ministry: How to discover your spiritual
Gifts” by Ruth and Elmer Towns, “Intimate
Issues” by Linda Dillow & Lorraine Pintus,
“The Power of a Positive MOM” by Karol
Ladd, “Un Corazon como el de Dios” (A
Heart Like His) by Beth Moore and Work-
ing Women’s Lunch Time Bible Study.
PWOC is open to women of all denomina-
tions. Free childcare is provided. Call
CIV:0951-300-8142 for more information.

Stay on top of address change

The Bamberg Consolidated Mailroom re-
minds customers to notify friends, family
and institutions of their address change.
As of May 1, 2008 the CMR will no longer
accept mail addressed to old unit mail-
room addresses. Improperly addressed
mail will be returned to sender. A list of
common institutions to contact include:

e Banks

e Magazine Subscriptions, Catalogs

e Schools

e Credit Card Companies

e State Agencies

e Internal Revenue Service

e Online shopping sites (amazon.com,
Drugstore.com, Netflix.com)

e Vehicle Registration

e Voter Registration

o Clubs

For more information contact Leland
Samuels, Postal Officer at DSN:469-7794.

Gate 3 (main gate) will be closed Mon. Jan. 21 from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Gate 6, (Freedom Fitness Facility gate) will be used for in and outbound traffic.
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Let your voice be heard. Vote!

The Presidential election is right around
the corner. Many citizens are eligible to
vote in the Primaries in their home states.
Do not forget to exercise your right as an
American citizen to let your voice be
heard. You can’t vote if you don’t register!
See your Voting Action Officer now! Call
DSN:469-8071 to find out what you must
do in order to vote in your district. If you
have questions <call or email
charles.schnepfe@eur.army.mil.

Continuing Education

Apply for BSCC scholarships

The Bamberg Spouses and Civilians’ Club
is accepting applications for Term 4 con-
tinuing education scholarships from Bam-
berg community members. Applications
are available at the Thrift Shop, the Edu-
cation Center or can be downloaded at
www.bsccgermany.com under
“Education”. Applications for Term 4 must
be turned in at the Thrift Shop by Feb. 27.
For more information contact the BSCC

Education Chairperson at educa-

Continuing Education
Bamberg Education Center
Register now for Term lll. Classes start Jan. 21.
Bamberg Education Center: 469-7715
Central Texas College: 469-7467
University of Maryland University College: 469-7466/ 7670
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University: 469-9279
Term Ill Course Schedule (Jan. 21 through Mar. 15)
Lunchtime Classes every Mon. through Thur.
11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. (3 s.h.)
BIOL 106 Human Biology (UMUC)
Saturday Lab Dates
Feb. 2,9, 23 and Mar. 1 from 9 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
BIOL 161 Laboratory in Human Biology (UMUC)
Evening Classes every Monday & Wednesday
6:30-9:30 p.m. (3 s.h.)
WRTG 101 Introduction to Writing (UMUC)
Evening Classes every Monday & Wednesday
6-8p.m. (3s.h.)
RSTO 1204 Dining Room and Service (CTC)
Evening Classes every Tuesday & Thursday
6:30-9:30 p.m. (3 s.h.)
IFSM 201 Introduction to Computer Based Systems (UMUC)
GERM 111 Elementary German | (UMUC)
Evening Classes every Tuesday & Thursday
6—-9p.m. (3s.h.)
CDEC 2384 Cooperative Education in Child Development (CTC)
CJSA 2331  Child Abuse Prevention and Investigation (CTC)
RSTO 1325 Purchasing for Hospitality Operations (CTC)
Weekend Classes (1 s.h.)
9a.m.— 4 p.m. Jan. 26/27; Feb. 9/10, 23/24 & Mar. 8/9
THET 110 Introduction to Theater (UMUC)
Weekend Seminars— Saturday and Sunday
9a.m. —5:30p.m. (1s.h.)
LIBS150 Information Literacy and Research Methods (UMUC)

(Mar. 1 and 15)
CMST100G Intro. to Microcomputers: Spreadsheets (UMUC)

(Feb. 23 and 24)
HIST 319X  Jews Under Nazis (UMUC)

(Feb. 2 and 3)

tion@bsccgermany.com. The Term 5
scholarship deadline is May 7.

Earn your MBA at the Ed Center
One University understands how you want
to live today, and where you want to go
tomorrow. Register now for the University
of Phoenix Master of Business Administra-
tion program starting Tue. Jan. 29 at the
Bamberg Education Center. For more
information contact Cynthia Giesecke at
DSN:469-9280 or email Cyn-
thia.giesecke@phoenix.edu.

Classes meet one night a week at the
Bamberg Education Center. Complete
your degree in 18-24 months. Financial
aid is available.

Kids and Teens

PowerHour: making minutes count
Join PowerHour, a homework assistance
program for middle schoolers and teens.
The group meets Mon. though Fri. from
3:15 to 4:15 p.m. at the Oasis Teen Cen-
ter. Contact Rizza.asuncion@eur.army.mil
or Shay.McNeil@us.army.mil or call CIV:
0951-300-8641 for more information.

Superbowl family fun at SAS

School Age Services hosts a Superbowl
Family Night on Fri. Feb. 1 from 6 to 9
p.m. at Bldg. 7669. Watch great video
clips, plays and bloopers from the past 41
years of the big game. Enjoy tailgate fin-
ger food and a chance to win football
prizes. Open to ages Kindergarten to 5.
Only 50 slots available, so be sure to sign
up in advance.

2008 Scholarships for Military
Children Program now open
Applications for the $1,500 scholarships
are available at 264 commissaries world-
wide or, new this year, you can fill out your

application online at http://
www.commissaries.com, Applications

must be turned in at a commissary by the
close of business on
Feb. 20, 2008.

School News
Elementary School Calendar

Jan.7 Instruction Resumes

Jan. 8 SAC Meeting at 3 p.m.

Jan. 16 Principal’s Coffee at 8:30 a.m.

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day —
Federal Holiday

Jan. 23  Spelling Bee for Grades 3 to 6

Jan. 25 No School for Students —

Teacher Work Day

Gate 3 (main gate) will be closed Mon. Jan. 21 from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Gate 6, (Freedom Fitness Facility gate) will be used for in and outbound traffic.
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Stay informed about events at
Bamberg Elementary School

Have you received an email from the
Bamberg Elementary School? If not,
please be sure to stop by the attendance
office and check that they have your
correct email address. The current issue
of the Bamberg Elementary School
Newsletter can be found online at
www.bamb-es.eu.dodea.edu/news/
news.html or visit the school website and
select “news.” A copy can also be picked
up in the front office.

Gradespeed news

Bamberg Middle/High School is now using
the Gradespeed Program for Teachers to
record students’ grades. All parents are
invited to apply for access to view and
track their child’s grades. Stop by the
school Jan. 21-25 between 9:30- 11:30
a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. to complete a short
form and receive an instruction sheet. For
more information contact Mr. Don Williford
at DSN:469-8874.

SAC and Senior Parents' meetings
cancelled for January

The School Advisory Committee and the
Senior Parents' meeting regularly sched-
uled the first Tuesday of each month have
been cancelled for January. The next date
for these two meetings will be Tue. Feb. 5.
The SAC meeting will be held at 4:30 p.m.
and the Senior Parents' meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m.

BMHS January newsletter online
The January edition of the Bamberg Mid-
dle High School newsletter, Baron Bullets,
is available online at www.bamb-
hs.eu.dodea.edu/.

Boy's & girl's basketball schedule

Jan. 18  Hohenfels vs. Bamberg (home)
Jan. 19  Bamberg vs. Hohenfels
Jan.25 Mannheim vs. Bamberg (home)
Jan.26  Mannheim vs. Bamberg (home)
Feb. 1 Bamberg vs. Vilseck

Feb. 2 Vilseck vs. Bamberg (home)
Feb. 8 TBA

Feb. 9 TBA

Feb. 15 Ansbach vs. Bamberg (home)
Feb. 16 Bamberg vs. Ansbach

Job Opportunities

Army New Parent Support Program
has positions available

Choctaw Management Services Enter-
prises is seeking candidates for home
visitor positions in the Army New Parent
Support Program. Candidates must be
either a licensed clinical MSW or MFT, or
a licensed BSN. Candidates will have a
minimum two years experience beyond
graduation working with expectant moth-
ers, new parents, child abuse and/or ma-
ternal and child health. Openings exist in
Bamberg. Please send resumes to
shannon.healton@eur.army.mil or fax to
CIV:06202-80-6586. For more info call
CIV:06202-80-6593 or DSN:379-6593.

Financial Readiness

career opportunity

USAG Bamberg Army Community Service
has a non-personal service contract avail-
able for a Financial Readiness Specialist
with an anticipated performance period of
one year. Applicants should contact the
Bamberg Regional Contracting Office at
0951-300-9383 for a copy of the solicita-
tion packet which will be used for submis-
sion or visit their website http:/
www.usacce.army.mil/frc or contact the
Employment Readiness Manager at
DSN:469-7777 for more information.
Completed packets/bids will be accepted
now through 4 p.m. Jan. 24, 2008.

Health and Safety

Get fit for the New Year

Step, kick and stretch your way fit at one
of the many classes being offered at the
Freedom Fitness Facility. Cardio class
offerings include Step Aerobics, Aerobic
Body Blast, Boot Camp and Mommy Boot
Camp. Toning and stretching classes in-
clude, Total Body Stretch, Pilates and
Yoga. Tae Kwon Do, Mixed Martial Arts
and Tiny Tots Tae Kwon Do are also of-
fered. Get fit for the new year and check
out the course schedule in the January
edition of the monthly MWR Guide avail-
able at any MWR facility.

Entertainment & Leisure

Audition for hit musical

The Stable Theater is looking for actors
and actresses (older teen to adult) to fill
parts in the hit musical “Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie” Auditions will be held at the
Stable Theater Jan. 9, 10 and 11 at 6:30

p.m. The show is scheduled to run in early
March. For more information contact the
theater at CIV:0951-300-8647.

Ski/Snowboard Lessons

Want to try snowboarding or skiing?
Get three of your friends together and
come to Outdoor Recreation in the
CAC for a private group lesson (min. 4
people). Includes transportation, rental,
instruction, and lift pass. For more info call
DSN:469-8659.

Play BSCC bingo Jan. 16

Win big at the Bamberg Spouses’ and
Civilians’ Club lItalian Ceramics bingo night
on Wed. Jan. 16. Win prizes from a fine
selection of Tiffany & Co. ceramics and
more. Doors open at 6 p.m. Games start
at 6:30 p.m. in the BHS multi purpose
room. $8 or $15 packets available, includ-
ing playing cards and raffle tickets.

Meet professional

. basketball player

¥ "Daddy Cool”

Former NBA and profes-
sional basketball player
Derrick "Daddy Cool”
Taylor will visit with bas-
ketball fans on Tue. Jan. 22 at the Bam-
berg community library starting at 3 p.m.
For more information contact the library at
DSN:469-1740.

2008 USFE Ski and

Snowboard Championships

US Forces Europe’s annual Ski and
Snowboard Championships will be held
Feb. 2 and 3 at the Hausberg Ski Area -
Kreuzwankl Ski Hill in Garmisch. The com-
petition is open to US ID cardholders of all
ability levels. A helmet is required and ski
insurance is recommended. Registration
closes Wed. Jan. 30. Competitors may
register online at www.mwr-europe.com or
www.grafenwoehr.army.mil.

See Superbowl at Moonlight Cabin
See the XLIl Superbowl game live at the
Moonlight Cabin on Sun. Feb 3. Win great
raffle prizes. Manager Allen Vance and
staff will be serving up some tailgating
favorites including burgers, hot dogs and
ribs! Get geared up for the big game and
catch the NFL play-offs (Monday night
games) on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at
Moonlight Cabin. Call CIV:0951-300-8423
for details.

Published by the USAG Bamberg Public Affairs Office. To submit an
announcement call 469-2000 or e-mail bambergpao@eur.army.mil
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Trips & Travel Opportunities

ODR January trips
Take a trip this January with Bamberg Outdoor Recreation.

Sat. Jan. 19 Palm Beach Niirnberg  $10

Need to beat the cabin fever? See the Palm Beach indoor pool
complex with many slides for you and the kids to enjoy, various
pools, saunas etc. Departs from CAC at 9 a.m.

Fri. Jan. 18-21 Ski & Snowboard $249
Spend a long weekend at Gastein/Austria, hit the slopes and
enjoy the clubs, bars or thermal pools. Includes transportation
and three nights lodging with breakfast and dinner. Departs at
10 a.m. on Friday and returns 11 p.m. on Sunday.

Sat. Jan. 26 Explore Prague $85

Join ODR for a trip to the "Golden City” with lots of culture and
architecture. Visit the Kafka Museum or explore the Jewish
quarter "Josephsstadt”. Prague is a must-see while in Europe!
Departs from CAC at 3 a.m.

Trips fill up quickly, so reserve your seat now. Contact the CAC
for more info at DSN:469-8659.

AAFES Bamberg Movie Schedule
AAFES Reeltime Theater is

— T e T —
CLOSED Tue. and Wed. MVIreEC.—
Fri. Jan.11 The Water Horse:
Legend of the Deep (PG) 7 p.m.
Sat. Jan.12 Bee Movie (PG) 4 p.m.
The Water Horse:
Legend of the Deep (PG) 7p.m.
Sun. Jan. 13 Bee Movie (PG) 4 p.m.
Fred Claus (PG) 7p.m.
Mon. Jan. 14  Martian Child (PG) 7p.m.
Thur. Jan. 17  Fred Claus (PG) 7 p.m.
Fri. Jan.18 Lions for Lambs (R) 7p.m.
Sat. Jan.19 Mr. Magorium’s
Wonder Emporium (G) 4 p.m.
The Bucket List (PG-13) 7p.m.
Sun. Jan.20 Mr. Magorium’s
Wonder Emporium (G) 4 p.m.
Lions for Lambs (R) 7 p.m.
Mon. Jan. 21  The Bucket List (PG-13) 7p.m.
Thur. Jan. 24  Lions for Lambs (R) 7p.m.
Fri. Jan.25 Beowulf (PG-13) 7 p.m.
Sat. Jan.26 Enchanted (PG) 4 p.m.
Beowulf (PG-13) 7 p.m.
Sun. Jan. 27 Enchanted (PG) 4 p.m.
The First Sunday (PG-13) 7 p.m.
Mon. Jan.28 Beowulf (PG-13) 7 p.m.
Thur. Jan. 31 The First Sunday (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Outside the Gate

Weekend Events in and around Bamberg
Frequently used locations can be found online at
www.bamberg.army.mil/news/map.pdf

Friday, January 11
4:15 p.m. “Peter and the Wolf’, concert with musicians of

the Bamberg Symphony Orchestra at Bad
Staffelstein (main hall of Viktor-v.-Scheffel High
School, St.-Veit-Strale 10, Bad Staffelstein 96231)

7:30 p.m. Military and brass music parade with 400
musicians from seven nations performing in
gala uniform at Jako Arena (Forchheimer Strasse
15, next to Kaufland store).

For tickets call CIV:01805-602260

8 p.m. “The Stimulator” on stage at the Live Club
(Obere Sandstrasse 7)
9 p.m. Helt Oncale at the Blues Bar (Obere Sandstrasse 18)

Saturday, January 12

8 p.m. Swan Lake ballet danced by the St. Petersburg
State Ballet at Concert Hall (Mussstrasse). For
tickets call 0951-980 82 20

8 p.m. “Mother Africa - Circus of the Senses” at Jako
Arena (Forchheimer Strasse 15, next to Kaufland store)
9p.m. Carstensen performs at the Blues Bar
(Obere Sandstrasse 18)
9p.m. Tango Ball at Haas Saele (Obere Sandstrasse 7)

10 p.m. 30 plus party at Live Club (non-smoking)
(Obere Sandstrasse 7)

Sunday, January 13

8 p.m. “ABBA Mania” at Jako Arena
Strasse 15, next to Kaufland store)

8:30 p.m. “Jazz 4 free” at E-Werk Erlangen (Fuchsenwiese1,
Erlangen 91054)

9p.m. Cris Cosmo plays at the Blues Bar
(Obere Sandstrasse 18)

(Forchheimer

Some interesting facts about Germany

Did you know -

that Germany has 82.5 million inhabitants and 42.2 million of
them are women? In fact, Germany has the largest population
of any EU member state. With 231 inhabitants per square kilo-
meter Germany is one of the most densely populated countries
in Europe.

Did you know -
that with an average life expectancy of 76 years for men and
81 years for women, Germany is above the OECD mean?

Urbanization
88% of the population live in cities and conurbations. In Ger-
many, there are 90 cities with a population of over 100,000

Religions

Just under 53 million people profess to be Christians (26m
Catholics, 26m Protestants, 900,000 members of the Orthodox
churches), 3.3m are Muslims, 230,000 Buddhists, 100,000
Jews, 90,000 Hindus. The Basic Law guarantees freedom of
thought, conscience and religion. There is no state religion.

Gate 3 (main gate) will be closed Mon. Jan. 21 from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Gate 6, (Freedom Fitness Facility gate) will be used for in and outbound traffic.
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As seen in the NEWS ..

News summaries from January 4 through January 9

Women on the rescue teams

The women in the fire fighter teams of Walsdorf presented their
new “Firegirls 2008” calendar. The calendar shows pictures of
the women in action and is a great success. “Women are part
of the rescue team”, explained Albert Tornau, chief of the local
fire fighters.

Stable burned down in Ampferbach
A stable burned down completely in Ampferbach near Burke-
brach. The fire started during the day but hurt nobody. Police
are still investigating the cause of the fire.

Positive experiences with smoke free pubs

With the introduction of the new smoking ban on January 1, the
Bamberg restaurants and bars have started to reinforce the
new law. A little survey proved that so far, owners have not
experienced any trouble with the ban, but many guests com-
mented positively on the better, smoke-free air.

Chapeau Claque criticizes City
The childrens support organization Chapeau Claque has criti-
cizes the city of Bamberg for distributing financial aid on a arbi-
trary base and not acknowledging quality work. The organiza-
tion offers up to 700 events per year.

“Killer Driver” had escaped from locked ward

The woman who drove the wrong way up autobahn A70 killing
an American couple apparently had escaped from a locked
ward for mentally disturbed people. According to the police a
group of people had come to have a cup of coffee with the
woman and the nurse in charge had allowed her to leave the
ward for an hour. The group had decided to break the law and
leave the hospital grounds to have coffee outside. Pretending
that she wanted to get something from her sister's car, the
woman took the key and drove away. Hours later, near
Stettfeld, she was speeding the wrong way hitting two other
cars whose drivers remained unhurt, before finally crashing
into the American car. Only survivor of the accident is an 8
month old baby who was severely injured.

MP hit other car, no severe injuries

An MP car drove into an intersection at Zollnerstrasse on Sun-
day morning and crashed into a passing cab. While the forces
of the crash knocked down some traffic lights, fortunately nei-
ther the Soldier nor the cab driver and his guests were severely
injured. The MP had been on duty using his alarm lights but not
his siren.

More births in Bamberg

In 2007, 1743 babies were born in the Bamberg Klinikum. That
is 1 percent more than in the year before. However, the newly
introduced financial support for parents that should encourage
people to have more children and stop working, was not a suc-
cess in itself. Looking back to 1997 with more than 2500 ba-
bies, there has been a steady decrease of births in Bamberg.

Christmas concert raised 800 Euro for new organ
With a charity Christmas concert the youth brass orchestra of
Burgwindheim has successfully raised 800 Euro for the pur-
chase of a new organ for St. Jakobus church.

Charity group for National Gardening Show founded
A new charity group to support the National Gardening Show
coming to Bamberg in 2012 has been founded and already has
23 members, Lord Mayor Andreas Starke being one of them.

Pedestrian crosses the Autobahn

After leaving her bus one stop early on her way to work, a 48
year old woman decided to walk through the Hauptsmoor forest
and found herself at the Aubobahn gate of Warner Barracks.
Desperately trying to get to work in time, she then put herself -
and others - in mortal danger by walking across the Autobahn A
73. She then walked on the A 73 to exit Memmelsdorf where
police picked her up. She will be fined for her action.

23 accidents within two hours

Tuesday morning several accidents occurred due to “Blitz” ice,
i.e. rain that meets frozen ground and immediately turns into
ice. Fortunately, nobody was severely injured. Police remind
drivers to be especially careful.

University of Bamberg has new dean

The Vice Chancellor of the University of Bayreuth, Dr. Dagmar
Steuer-Flieser, has been elected to become the Dean of the
University of Bamberg. Dr. Steuer-Flieser will start February 1.

Three minutes without electricity

On Tuesday around 10:10 a.m., Bamberg was without electric-
ity. Bamberg-East was affected by the interruption for three
minutes, the rest of the Bamberg area only experienced an
interruption of a fraction of a second. According to the electricity
supplier Stadtwerke the incident was caused by an interruption
in the general electricity net.

Sources: Information collected/translated from Fraenkischer Tag
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Army Family Action Plan
Issue Form

‘ Deadline for issue submissions is February 20, 2008 ‘

Army Family Action Plan (AFAP) is a grass roots program in which Army community members can relay
issues that affect well being to the leadership at the local, IMCOM-E or DA level. Use this form if you have a
concern or idea that you would like to see considered at the US Army Garrison Bamberg, AFAP conference,
February 27-29, 2008.

ISSUE: (What is the problem?)

SCOPE: (Why is this a problem?)

RECOMMENDATIONS: (What do you think could be done to solve the problem?)

You may drop your issue off at ACS or at one of the AFAP drop boxes.
(CMR, AAFES mini-mall hallway, Dental Clinic or the Community Activity Center).
Issues can also be e-mailed to BambergAFAP@eur.army.mil as an attachment.
For more information, please contact the AFAP Program Team at:

DSN: 469-7777 or CIV: 0951-300-7777

If you would like to receive follow-up information concerning your issue, or if you would like to serve
in a volunteer capacity at the Bamberg Army Family Action Plan Conference, please provide the following
information and you will be contacted by the AFAP Program Team.

Name: Telephone:
E-Mail:
Do you need childcare? Yes No (Children must be registered with CYS)

Reasonable accommodations for individuals with special needs will be provided.



